CLWB MYNYDDA GOGLEDD CYMRU
THE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF NORTH WALES

TAL Y BRAICH HUT
USER MANUAL
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Welcome

The MCNW hut is a true “mountain hut” with the
advantage of being high above also well away from the
road but with a good electric supply and facilities.

The hut is situated approximately 600 meters off the A5
and about a 12-minute drive from Betws y Coed. You can
drive up to the hut car park which is within 160 meters of
the hut with room for about 6 to 8 cars. The car park is
opposite a converted barn which is a family home with
children.

The hut can accommodate up to 15 people distributed in
two dormitory rooms, a kitchen, communal
dinning/relaxing room, and a drying room.

Facilities at the hut include fresh water supply direct from
the hills to the rear of the hut, ladies and gents flushing
toilets, full electric lighting/heating and a fully equipped
kitchen.

Although the facilities are simple compared to modern
homes, they are well up to the standards of other
mountain huts, these are very much appreciated by the
members and others (including groups). The main aim is
to provide a base for anyone wishing to get away from it
all and enjoy yourselves. The hut offers free electric
heating and hot water. The bunks are three high with
mattresses, pillows and blankets are provided although
you should bring your own sleeping bags.

Directly behind the hut is Pen Helgi Du and the Carnedds,
over the valley is the Capel Curig ridge of the Glyders,
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with Moel Siabod towering over it, to the right is Tryfan
with Adam and Eve watching over the hut, Y Garn and
Bethesda ridge of the Glyders are in clear view.

The hut at Tal y Braich was opened on Dec 4th, 1965, it
and the car park were purchased by the club from the
Roberts family. The hut and car park lie within the
farmland and a top priority of all users is to avoid any
disturbance of stock, farm property or farm activities. Note
that it lies within a National Park area and the usual
conservation codes for such areas apply. The farm is not
open access land.

Location, Access and Parking

The hut is situated at SH700604, just north of Tal y Braich
Farm on the North side of the A5, about 2 miles west of
Capel Curig.

Mar 25 Page 3



The farm entrance turns off the A5 just opposite the
dangerous bend arrows on the South side of the A5 road.
Turn right at the farm and pass in front of the farmhouse
and through the gate. About 100m further up the track is
a converted barn and immediately on the left is a small
fenced and gated car park for hut users, with space for 6-
8 cars. When travelling across the farm tracks please
ensure that all gates are left as found, open or closed.

The hut lies up the hill, 180m from the car park (315 deg.
magnetic) reached by a vague and sometimes muddy
path over a small stream. The way includes a small river
and bridge both marked at night by small fluorescent
strips.

If arriving at dusk or in the dark head torches are
recommended.
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Hut Facilities

The main common room has table, armchairs, heating
and a bookstore. Off the common room there is a fully
equipped kitchen, a large bunkroom (9 bunks) and a
smaller bunkroom (6 bunks). Both dormitories have sinks
for personal washing. Two WCs for men and women are
outside and locked by padlocks when not in use. The
main table sits 6 to 8 although the top can be extended
with trestle legs and extra fold up chairs which are located
in the loft space area, it then seats 12 /14. The loft space
is accessed via the fixed ladder in the large dormitory over
the drying room.

Mains electricity supplies the normal lighting, heating,
and cooking requirements.

Calor gas is available to supply a four-ring gas hob and
is stored outside just to the right, looking out, from the
main entrance.

The kitchen has two fridges, electric cooker/oven,
separate gas hob, two microwaves, sink with water
heater, full set of equipment for cooking: pans, cutlery,
plates, mugs, bowls, tea towels etc. The hand water
heater is simply operated by the tap below. Note it will
continue to drip automatically after being turned off if the
pressure requires. It is a wall mounted kettle and can be
used as such.

The dormitories have mattresses and sink. Spare
blankets/pillows are kept in an upstairs storeroom
accessible by ladder via the large bunkroom. Bring your
own sleeping bags.
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Water supply is from a spring on the hillside above the
hut. On arrival and departure, it is essential to follow the
sequence of tap opening and closure as described later
in order to avoid problems. The water supply is finite and
can be very limiting under drought or freezing/conditions.
Please be sparing in your use of water. Always boil or
otherwise treat the water before drinking.

Clothes drying. There is a drying room is off the common
room, please follow instructions on its door. Please use it
as a cloakroom when it is not wet.

Library. There is a collection of maps, books and
magazines for general use. Please ensure that they are
not removed from the hut and are stacked neatly before
leaving. General information on sites, services and
facilities for climbing or of general visitor interest is
provided.

Notice boards. Feel free to use notice boards for photos
of recent interesting, amazing (or even boring)
mountaineering and climbing feats and for club, group or
individual messages. If you have time, please record in
the Hut Logbook what you did or saw — it is interesting
reading for others. Please don’t just pin photos on the
pine boarded walls.
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On arrival

Electricity

As you enter the hut
on your immediate left
is the main fuse box.
Turn on the mains
supply with the red
switch on the side of
the main fuse box on
the meter board.

Water (Winter — November to April)
FIRST - Ensure all the taps in
the hut and outside loos are
closed, this includes the two
valves under the wash basin in
the front WC to allow header
tank to fill. The inside taps
include all kitchen taps, the
basin taps, including both
dorm basins and the water

Taps
shown in
closed
position
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heater inlets.

NEXT -Go up the hill, open main stop tap under the
stone to the right of the reflector post at lower reservoir
tank (to be found 100mtrs north up the hill from the hut).

Tap located
in here

On your return down to the hut go to the large water tank
at the back of the
hut and open the
lower valve. This
feeds the toilets
with rainwater.

4 4 Y NOTE - The two
stop taps on the hlgh Ievel tank in the hut roof should be
found and left open all the time in the winter (access by
ladder from top bunks in small bunkroom). These let
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water feed the inside hut taps. They should be found open
and left that way.

When it is likely to freeze overnight or in the daytime whilst
staying at the hut turn the hill tank tap and the large water
container at back of hut OFF and open both loo taps and
the under front loo wash basin drain down tap. This is to
prevent more burst external pipes! This will leave the loft
tank full and both loo cisterns for two flushes. Water butt
near front door can be used for bucket filing of loo
cisterns when water is off/frozen.

Water (Arrival in summer)

Double check that all inside taps are closed. (This
includes two water boiler inlet and the three indoor sink
taps). Check for any messages left on the common room
table.

Open two stop taps on the high-level tank inside the hut
(access by ladder from top bunks in small bunkroom).

Gas
A four-burner gas hob is available in addition to the

electric cooker.

On arrival —(optional)- There are three taps to turn on.
The cylinders are stored in an outside store just to the left
of the main door. First turn on tap on cylinder top, then
just behind it there is an isolator tap on the back wall.
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There is also an
isolator on the rear
wall in the small
dormitory this
would normally be
left on.

Please allow time for the gas to pass through the pipes to
the cooker by holding down the gas control knobs on the
cooker. This process may take some time as air is purged
from the system.
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Before leaving
Gas

Turn off tap on gas cylinder top and isolator behind the

cylinder in the gas store.
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Water (Winter — November - April)
1. Close main stop tap under white slab by lower
reservoir tank up the hill and

Tap located
in here

close the lower valve on the large water container at the
back of the hut.

Close by
turning to
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2. Open and drain water from all taps in the hut (kitchen
and both dorms) and both loos, including the water
heaters. Ensure that you open the two valves
under washbasin in front WC to drain down the
whole system.

Open by turn
# levers in line with

pipes

On completion of drain-down, flush the toilets and put one
small capful of antifreeze into each toilet pan.

Water (In summer)
Close the two stop taps in high level tank above the small
bunkroom.

Electricity

Turn off the mains
supply, on the side
of the main fuse box
on the meter board.

Turn off
(Down)
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“On departure” check list

* Payment made either via BACS or cash in the
envelope and details completed in  full.
Acct: 15509796, Sort code: 51-61-28.

+ Attendance (fees) book and hut book filled in.

» Water system drained down as above, electricity (and
gas off).

* All personal possessions removed.
+ All rubbish and food removed.

* Prop fridge doors open to stop them going black with
mould.

* Clean and tidy up (Hoover and brooms etc are
supplied) Empty hoover.

+ Mattresses left in airing positions, vertical away from
outside walls.

+ WCs locked.
* Hut key returned.

* Inform Hut Custodian of any hut problems.
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Hut Rules

Hut availability

The hut is for the use of club members primarily and they
have a reduced rate, but guests are very welcome, indeed
encouraged (why not join the club — membership forms
are in the common room table drawer — and it saves
money after a few stays, plus gear discounts etc). There
is generally a maximum of two guests per member.
Members wishing to bring more than two guests please
contact Hut Booking Sec.

Booking, fees and payment

Members may use the hut at any time, but if going at
weekends or in a large party of club members, it is worth
checking. Club members normally have priority use of the
hut, but competition for space is rare.

As of Mar 2025, hut fees are as below:
* Club members: £7.50 per person per night.

* Non-members/outside group, guests and member’s
children: £12.50 per person per night.

Outside groups should book through the Bookings
secretary. Block booking fees at the guest rate are paid
in advance to the Booking Secretary along with a key
deposit. All outside groups members must be from BMC
affiliated clubs, BMC members or have several MCNW
members in the group as supervisors. Bookings should
be made well in advance with the Booking Secretary. No
UNDER 18-year-olds in outside groups.
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Members and their guests can pay directly to the
Treasurer via BACS or, directly in cash at the Hut.

Conditions of use and prohibitions

All users of the hut and parking area do so at their own
risk, all members and guests are responsible for their own
safety and should report anything seen as unsafe to a
committee member. The Club Trustees and all MCNW
members are jointly responsible in ensuring a safe hut
and all related club activities. The MCNW accepts no
liability for loss or damage howsoever caused. General
policies with respect to young persons and to insurance
follow those of the BMC, to which the MCNW is affiliated.

Users must abide by the rules of hut use and leave it in a
good condition, clean, tidy and all rubbish and unwanted,
degradable food removed. Any problems with the
facilities, structure and actual or imminent shortages of
consumables should be reported to the Hut Custodian.

Wet or muddy boots should not be worn around the hut,
and never in the bunkrooms.

Fire precautions are particularly important, and all users
should acquaint themselves with the escape routes and
location of extinguishers and note the fire risk guidelines.

For users’ welfare the following are prohibited in the hut
and on Tal y Braich land:

» Radios (except for weather forecasts), music players
etc.

* Dogs and other pets.
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« Camping near the hut or elsewhere on the Roberts’
land.

* Noise after midnight (earlier if asked for).
* No smoking or vaping in any part of the hut.

Hut log book: there is a hut book in which all visitors are
invited to record details of their days climbing or walking,
their comments on hut facilities, or anything else that
comes to mind.

Attendance Book: this must be filled in by all users. It
records numbers, duration of stay and fees paid.

Security and keys

The booking secretary will provide a hut door key to
outside visiting groups on receipt of £70 deposit; Open
shelves are available in the bunkrooms for personal
possessions. In emergency, spare keys are available
from the committee. Remember committee members
may not live near the hut we are a UK wide club, so we
cannot guarantee to assist quickly.

The hut (and the toilets) should always be left locked
when the hut is left unoccupied, and the hut key left in its
usual location. An appropriate agreement should be
reached amongst hut occupants to ensure this is
complied with.

Fire risk and precaution

Fire is a serious risk in any hut. All users are asked as a
priority upon arrival to check and note the escape routes
from each room, the location of the fire extinguishers and
the principal potential hazards and to ensure that all
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members of their party are aware of these. The main
hazard areas are the kitchen and in the vicinity of the
heaters. In addition please note:

* The windows in the bunkrooms are emergency exits,
please do not obstruct them in any way.

* No lighted candles to be used in the bunkrooms.
* No camping stoves to be used in the hut.

* NO SMOKING in any of the rooms, including the
toilets.

* No sleeping in the loft (escape inadequate).

* Do not dry clothes over the heaters use the drying
room.

* Do not leave the hut unattended with the electric
heaters on or leave any of them on at night.

There are smoke alarms left on permanently, and
emergency lights that come on if the power fails. Fire
extinguishers are placed in all rooms, but note that the
first priority is the escape of yourself and others. Use
common sense and fight any fire as safe and appropriate.

Young persons

As an affiliated club the MCNW follows BMC guidance on
child protection policy. Under 18s may stay at the hut
when either;

e MCNW members bring their own children over the
age of 12, the parent member must be present at
all times;
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e MCNW members may bring other children over
the age of 12, in loco parentis and the member
must be present at all times;

e Guests may bring only their own children over the
age of 12, and the guest must be present at all
times.

and

If in loco parentis, a consent form has been duly
completed prior to the hut visit and sent to the
meet coordinator/committee.

No one under18 may stay at the hut in visiting outside
groups.

Insurance
The MCNW is BMC affiliated, BMC insurance applies.
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Practical Guidance

Paying hut fees
Paying hut fees can be made on-line to our Natwest
account number 15509796 sort code 51-61-28.

Payments in cash or cheques (made payable to the
MCNW) should be put into the envelopes provided (above
the fees box), which are put into the secure fees box.
Please record on each envelope the individuals who
stayed and payment rates for whom payment has been
made, even if you have paid through some other route
e.g. to Booking Secretary. Please fill in the Hut
Attendance book fully, in all cases, noting if you have paid
directly to the Booking Secretary or Treasurer.

Note that outside block-booking payments are made in
advance to the Booking secretary.

Keys

Keys for toilets, outside gas store and gas cylinder
spanner are kept on LHS of the main entrance. In
emergency spare keys are available from the Hut
custodian or Booking Secretary.

Water supply

Please follow the arrival and departure instructions to
avoid freezing, burst pipes and flooding problems. Hand
drawn diagram is on notice board by small bookcase and
instructions. A schematic of the water system can be
found at the end of this manual. Water should be
purified by boiling or your preferred method before
drinking. Occasionally the pipes blocks check above
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mentioned diagram; usually it blocks between the slate
covered pond and the hill tank.

Power failure

If the supply fails, check fuses. The fuses are all of the
resettable type and will reset as long as the fault is
cleared. If no internal faults and all power is off ring:
Western Power Distribution 0800 6783 105 and tell them
that the hut has no power. Our account is with EDF and
the account number is 671148295034. The club address
is: The Mountaineering Club, Tal-y-Braich, Capel Curig,
Betws y Coed, LL24 OEU.

Heating

Fireplace heater is in the main common room and
operated through a mains switch located under the book
shelves. Please avoid too close contact with furniture/
clothing. Oil heaters are available for the bunkrooms. All
heaters must be turned off at night and if left
unattended at other times.

Bedding

Mattresses are on all bunks; spare blankets are kept in
the large grey chest with a black lid up in the loft reached
the men’s bunkroom ladder. On departure, please return
all blankets to the loft storage and move mattresses so
that they are left upright or at an angle and away from the
outside walls to let them air and prevent mice nesting.

Toilets.

Spare toilet paper, disinfectant and antifreeze for the
winter are in each of the WCs/kitchen cupboard. Please
limit flushing to the essentials, especially in dry weather
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to safeguard the limited spring water supply. Spare loo
rolls are in the kitchen. Bring your own loo paper is always
a good plan. Showers are available at the Williams
campsite Gwern Gof Isaf, the first one just down the valley
do ask before using, it uses cash or tokens.

Kitchen
Please keep clean and tidy. Note the following:

» Use the partitioned shelves for personal food items,

* Washing up liquid and tea towels are provided. Let the
Hut Custodian know if anything is running low or
replace yourself.

e There is a labelled shelf for left-over food. Use what
you want from this and please only leave items that are
certain not to rot or to attract mice.

On departure: please ensure that all utensils and pans
etc are washed, dried and put away, open taps to drain
down, clean all surfaces and remove all food (to avoid
mice problems), leave fridges empty with doors open.

Rubbish

Bins and bin liners are provided. There is no rubbish
collection, so please remove all your rubbish, including
any degradable food, from the site on departure.

Drying Room

This uses a small heater and dehumidifier both are turned
off/on by 13A socket switches. Please hang your clothes
on the hangers, keep the heater and dehumidifier clear of
obstructions. Empty the water collected by the
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dehumidifier as required and on leaving. Four hours
should be enough time to dry clothes.

Tal y Braich Farm

Mrs Haf Roberts and family, with whom the club has a
long and good relationship, run the farm. Tal y Braich is a
working farm and their home, so it is incumbent upon club
members and visitors to show consideration, care and
responsibility by avoiding any interference with the farm
activities or property. The obvious precautions apply. Try
to minimise vehicle usage as we have to pass right by the
Roberts front door to access our car park. Please ensure
that all gates are left as found, open or closed. Parking
outside the designated area is not permitted. Please
do not disturb stock or cause undue noise. Avoid any risk
of contamination of the farm water supply, which is
located directly down-slope of the hut.
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MCNW committee phone contacts

Correct @ April 20212023.

MCNW Committee
Chair Aileen King

Club Secretary Neil Weatherley

Treasurer. Terry Reene

Hut Custodian. Terry Hefferman
Booking .

Secretary. Georgie Weatherley
Editor. Charlie Long

GeaTr & Ed Walker
equipment

Farm Liaison Angie Polkey
Committee Pete Cartwright

Paul Newbould

Useful telephone numbers
Weather forecast:

Mountain rescue:

07851 059367
07917 025096
07951 739918
01453 824671

07534 433981

07704 524763

07851 834627

01974 831300
07946 447352
07974 270299

0370 900 0100
999

Ask for Mountain Rescue

Beacon climbing centre:
Mountain Leader Training, Capel Curig:
Plas y Brenin:

The Heights, Llanberis:
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01286 677322
01690 720272
01690 720214
01286 238235
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Douglas Arms, Bethesda:

Vaynol Arms, Nant Peris:
Pen-Y-Gwryd, Nant Gwynant:
Tyn-y-Coed, Capel Curig:

Bryn Tyrch, Capel Curig:

Siabod Café, Capel Curig:

V12 Outdoors climbing shop, Llanberis:
Joe Brown, Capel Curig:

Cotswold outdoor, Betws y Coed:

01248 600219
01286 872672
01286 870211
01690 720331
01690 720223
01690 720429
01286 871534
01690 720205
01690 710710

All the hostelries in Capel Curig offer good food and drink.
Plas y Brenin seems to be favoured by members, check
out their facebook/website for free Saturday evening

lectures.
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Hut Water System

TO0
DRAIN

LOFT TANK

BASINS

PIPE FROM
HILL TANK

k)
MAIN HUT DRAIN DOWN TAPS
UNDER BASIN IN FRONT LOO
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CHANGEOVER TOILET FEED
FROM TANK TO HILLSIDE.
UP FOR HILL
DOWN FOR TANK

VALVE FOR
OUTSIDE TANK
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In the event of the tank at the back of the hut running dry
it is possible to switch the toilets to the hill feed system by
means of a changeover valve in the back WC. The Up
position is for hill feed and the Down position for the tank.
The normal position is down.

Normal
position

Note to operate the lever you must pull the sliding lock
back first.
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